
 

 
 
Dr. Wszolek is a Consultant at Mayo Clinic, a Professor of Neurology in the Mayo Clinic College of 
Medicine, and a Courtesy Professor of Neurology at the University of Florida, College of Medicine, 
Department of Neurology, Gainesville, Florida.  He graduated from the Silesian Medical University 
in Katowice, Poland.  His postgraduate training included neurology, clinical neurophysiology, 
movement disorders, and positron emission tomography residencies and fellowships in Poland, the 
United States, and Canada.  He is a board-certified neurologist and clinical neurophysiologist. His 
scientific interests are in the field of clinical genetics of neurodegenerative conditions.  He has been 
instrumental in the discovery of the several genes in which the mutations produce the clinical signs of 
parkinsonism, dementia, dystonia, ataxia, and others. He has published extensively in peer-reviewed 
journals (500+ publications posted on PubMed.gov).  He served as a clinical core leader on the NIH 
sponsored Mayo Clinic Florida Morris K. Udall Parkinson’s Disease Research Center of Excellence 
from 1999 to 2018. He has received many awards including the Swiss Annemarie-Opprecht 
Foundation Award in 2005, the Parkinson Society Canada’s D. Calne Lectureship Award in 2005, the 
2009 Distinguished Mayo Investigator Award, the  R.W. Hervey Distinguished Lectureship Award of 
the Methodist Neurological Institute in Houston, Texas in 2012, the R.A. Utterback Memorial 
Lectureship Award of the University of Tennessee Health Science Center in 2014, the doctorate of 
Honoris Causa of his alma mater, the Silesian Medical University in 2015, the Founder Chancellor 
Shri N.P.V. Ramasamy Udayar Oration in Neurosciences Award, Sri Ramachandra University in 
Chennai, India, and the 2016 Mayo Clinic Team Science Award.  He is a Fellow Member of the 
American Academy of Neurology and the American Neurological Association.  He is a Honorary 
Member of the Polish and Japanese Societies of Neurology, and a Distinguished Fellow of the 
Collegium of Eminent Scientists of Polish Origin and Ancestry of the Kosciuszko Foundation.  He 
was a founding officer and former Treasurer and Councilor of the International Association of 
Parkinsonism and Related Disorders. He is a former Co-Editor-in-Chief of Parkinsonism and Related 
Disorders and Associate Editor of European Journal of Neurology. He currently serves as Co-Editor-
in-Chief of Polish Journal of Neurology and Neurosurgery.  He holds several patents for discoveries 
related to the genetics of Parkinsonism. He is on the Thomson-Reuters list of “The World’s Most 
Influential Scientific Minds 2015 and 2016”, and on Clarivate Analytics list of “2017 Highly Cited 
Researchers”.      
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