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Biographical Information

John DiGiovanni received his B.S degree in Pharmacy and his Ph.D degree in Pharmacology from the University of Washington, Seattle, Washington. He did his postdoctoral work at the McArdle Laboratory for Cancer Research, University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI in carcinogenesis and cancer biology.   After joining the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center in 1983, Dr. DiGiovanni became the Director of the Science Park-Research Division and Chair of the Department of Carcinogenesis in 1997 until he joined the University of Texas at Austin in January of 2010.  Dr. DiGiovanni is currently Professor in the Division of Pharmacology and Toxicology, College of Pharmacy and in the Department of Nutritional Sciences, School of Human Ecology, College of Natural Sciences at the University of Texas at Austin. He currently holds the Coulter R. Sublett Endowed Chair in Pharmacy. Dr. DiGiovanni is also a full member in the Cancer Development and Progression Research Program of the Cancer Treatment and Research Center at the University of Texas Health Sciences at San Antonio (an NCI Designated Cancer Center). He is also currently serving as a regular member of the Chemo-Dietary Prevention Study Section of the National Institutes of Health.  Dr. DiGiovanni has published more than 300 research articles (including peer-reviewed research articles and book chapters). He is currently the Editor-in-Chief for the journal Molecular Carcinogenesis. 

Research Interests

Dr. DiGiovanni’s research program focuses on understanding mechanisms involved in cancer development and progression with the goal of identifying targets and mechanisms for cancer prevention and treatment. He has identified and studied growth factor signaling pathways that are altered in cancer cells that are targets for therapeutic interventions (e.g., Stats 1 and 3, mTORC1 and others).  His recent work includes studies on how diet influences cancer development and progression, particularly how dietary energy balance (across the spectrum of calorie restriction to obesity) impacts cancer development as well as understanding the underlying mechanisms. He has also identified several natural phytochemicals that have calorie restriction mimetic effects and that are under study in the laboratory as potential cancer chemopreventive agents.
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